Letiers to the Editor

PRESIDENT REAGAN’S SUPPORT
OF 9-1-1 REQUESTED

Dear President Reagan:

The Associated Public-Safety Communi-
cations Officers, Inc. (APCO) takes great
pleasure in enclosing a complimentary copy
of the December issue of the APCO
BULLETIN which prominently features
various aspects of the development and im-
plementation of the 9-1-1 Emergency
Number.

As the oldest and largest public safety
radio user group composed of over 5,000
concerned telecommunications professionals
in the Law Enforcement, Fire, Emergency
Medical, Civil Defense, Highway Mainten-
ance, Forestry Conservation and Local
Government radio services, APCO has
striven since 1935 to foster the efficient and
rational utilization of the precious radio
spectrum, for the security, safety and bene-
fit of our nation’s citizens.

Although the implementation of 9-1-1
services in the United States commenced as
early as 1957, enjoyed the active support of
President John F. Kennedy in the early
1960’s and was given further impetus by
President Lyndon B. Johnson, we find in
the 1980’s that large segments of the popu-
lation are not fully reaping the benefits of
this valuable, potentially life saving service.

To some extent, the general acceptance
and the recognized value of the 9-1-1 con-
cept has caused a slackening of concerted
efforts in seeing a truly nationwide unified
system.

APCO, sensing that what had once
seemed to be a practically unachievable goal
is now within grasp, has pledged it’s re-
sources, it’s prestige and the professional-
ism and expertise of it’s membership to
directing the attention of those most influ-
ential in ensuring that the achievement of
full nationwide 9-1-1 services may become a
reality before the end of the decade.

APCO and it’s concerned public-safety
professional membership wish to urge you
to use the prestige, influence, and oppor-
tunity for direct action your prominent
position offers in support of a concept
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whose primary aim is to assure the safety,
well-being, and physical and mental
security of the American public against
the stresses of disaster, crime, accident, and
the various dangers and hazards which
afflict the daily lives of the nation’s citizens.
A summary of APCQ’s aims and object-
ives, it’s history and inception, and certain
of it’s noteworthy activities and achieve-
ments appear in APCO Facts which is con-
tained in this issue of the APCO BULLE-
TIN. An appreciation of the composition
of APCQO’s 5,000 plus membership may be
gained by reference to the qualifications for
membership as described in the member-
ship application form at page 43.
Joseph W. Gallelli
1982/83 APCO National President

On behalf of APCO 9-1-1 Emergency
Number Committee

Russell J. Sinkler
Chairman

NOTE: Similar letters, accompanied by the
December 9-1-1 issue of the APCO
BULLETIN have also been sent to FCC
Commissioners, officials of the FCC,
FEMA, IACP, IAFC, NENA, N1J, NTIA,
PRB, leading Telephone Companies and
the Directors of State Telecommunications
Agencies.

FOWLER CONTRIBUTION CITED

The Honorable Mark S. Fowler, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission

Dear Mark:

Reflecting recently on my tenure as Presi-
dent of the Land Mobile Communications
Council, I came to the conclusion that I had
not properly expressed my gratitude to you,
the Commission, the staff and particularly
Jim McKinney, for the work you have done
in the short period of time you have been in
office.

When we developed the document,
Priorities for the 1980’s, we, within LMCC,
looked at areas which we felt needed special
attention and what we felt were practical
goals. In some of those areas, action had
been lingering for so long that we were
almost discouraged from placing them in
the document. I believe that your efforts
have been greatly responsible for the re-
solution of those areas which we felt had
high priority for the Land Mobile
Community.

Again, I would like to say thank you, and
that I appreciate the opportunities we have
had to meet and your openness to listen to
our particular problems. If we can be of any
further assistance, even though I am not

President of LMCC any longer, our services
are available.
Best wishes to you and the Commission
for the holiday seasons.
Sanford H. Smith
Past President APCO
Past President LMCC

FREQUENCY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN ART MC DOLE WRITES
ON ACSB UTILIZATION

Dr. Raymond M. Wilmotte
Federal Communications Commission
Dear Dr. Wilmotte:

Enclosed is the material I promised to
send you in our telephone conversation.

The first enclosure is a copy of the pro-
cedure and policies presently in use in the
area served by our Northern California
Chapter of APCO. The second is a set of
guidelines we proposed to use in the ACSB
initial stages. This was prepared by Dr.
Lusignan after meetings with APCO past
president Crutcher and myself and is pro-
bably the information referred to by Henry
Crutcher. As I informed you, funds were
never provided and the proposed Monterey
County experiment was not conducted nor
did the effort go further than the draft copy.

As I explained, I am appreciative of the
potential that ACSB offers in improving the
efficient use of our spectrum. The major
problem is how to take advantage of this
new technique. In the Public Safety block
assignments, careful examination of all VHF
high band and UHF channels will show they
are already loaded to saturation in most geo-
graphic areas. Unlike some of the other ser-
vices, we have treated the tertiary channels
as primary channels for many years. They
have not been left vacant to protect ad-
jacent channel assignments.

In the VHF high band region that you ap-
pear to be most concerned with at this time,
there are no unused channels in Northern
California. Most are occupied by many dif-
ferent agencies, with geographic separation
providing the only protection we have
against interference. We do not differentiate
between the original channels and those 15
kilohertz removed. We must observe the
FCC rule of a minimum of ten miles between
base stations, but this is at best, a poor
limitation. The present state of the art of
VHF/FM receivers does not offer sufficient
protection at ten miles where good signal
paths exist. Further, the radius of operation
of the associated mobiles could often re-
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